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The Wearin’ o’ the Green


St. Patrick’s Day Celebration


& Irish Heritage Itinerary





Everyone is Irish in Northeast Pennsylvania when the City of Scranton plays host to the annual St. Patrick’s Day Celebration.  Every March, nearly 100,000 people celebrate the Gaelic traditions in a weekend highlighting Irish food, entertainment and culture.  Scranton’s St. Patrick’s Day Parade (the fourth largest in the United States) is the jewel in the crown of a weekend full of activity and fun. 





Day 1:  Friday 


Check in early at of our region’s many fine hotels, inns or bed & breakfasts.  Visit the Catlin House located in downtown Scranton on the University of Scranton campus; home to the Lackawanna County Historical Society, the rich roots of Irish history can be traced among the archives and exhibits at this historic Victorian home turned museum.  While in downtown be sure to visit the Electric City Trolley Station & Museum and discover the form of transportation that helped earn Scranton its nickname: “The Electric City.” 


Adjacent to the trolley museum is Steamtown National Historic Site, the only National Park Service Site in the country dedicated to the history of steam locomotion.  After a tour of the downtown attractions, stop for an early dinner at Farley’s, the Banshee or Molly Branigans, just a few of downtown Scranton’s Irish restaurants and pubs offering authentic Irish music and cuisine 365 days a year.  After dinner, plan on taking in one of the weekend’s Irish themed performances at the Scranton Cultural Center, Mellow Theater or University of Scranton.  Past performances have included the international dance sensation “Riverdance” as well as Irish entertainers John McDermott and Seamus Kennedy.





Day 2:  Saturday 


Get ready for Scranton’s annual St. Patrick’s Day Parade! Boasting 5,000 participants (including floats, bagpipe players, high school bands, minstrels, and Irish groups), the parade has been marching annually since 1862. If you’re not sure where to get the best view, just look for the green stripes down the middle of the road - everything is green for this annual event including the streets!  Following the parade, all the downtown pubs, merchants, restaurants and hotels welcome revelers looking to continue the celebration.  





Day 3:  Sunday 


The celebration of all things Irish continues Sunday morning at the annual Irish Heritage Mass at St. Peter’s Cathedral.  This annual rite includes Irish music and liturgy as well as performances by the Irish Cultural Society Stepdancers.  Following mass, a trip to the Anthracite Heritage Museum is a must.  Many of the exhibits highlight the story of Irish immigrants who came to America to mine anthracite coal.  





Before leaving town, a visit to Cronin’s Irish Cottage would be the perfect opportunity to pick up some traditional crafts including sweaters, CDs, foodstuffs and lace products as a memento of your weekend in the Electric City.

















